
IMPROVING STUDENTS’ ABILITY IN WRITING 

DESCRIPTIVE TEXT THROUGH CLUSTERING TECHNIQUE 

AT CLASS VIII IN SMPN 3 DEDAI 

 

THESIS  

Submitted as a Partial Fulfilment of the Requirrement for the Attainment of 

Sarjana Pendidikan degree in English Language Education Study Program 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WRITTEN BY: 

 

Marlina Sentra Wati 

Student ID: 180207071 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STKIP PERSADA KHATULISTIWA 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE EDUCATION STUDY PROGRAM 

SINTANG 

2025 
 



 

 

ii 
 

 

 



 

 

iii 
 

 



 

 

iv 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

v 
 

MOTTO 

Find Strength In Adversity 

 

DEDICATION 

           This thesis is dedicated with love and gratefull heart to: 

 1. My God and King Jesus Christ 

 2. My belove family who always love and support me. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

vi 
 

ABSTRACT 

 

Marlina Sentra Wati. 2025.  Improving Students’ Ability In Writing Descriptive Text 

Through Clustering Technique At Grade VIII In SMPN 3 Dedai. Thesis, English 

Language Education Study Program STKIP  Persada Khatulistiwa Sintang. Advisor 

I: Henry Elisa, M.Pd.  Advisor II: Yokie Prasetya Dharma, M.Pd.BI. 
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The background of this research is the students low motivation in learning writing 

and students’ writing ability were still very low. The aim of this study is to generate 

students’ interest in writing descriptive text and to describe the students’ 

improvement in writing descriptive text. The subject of this study consist of 18 

students at class VIII In SMPN 3 Dedai. This study applied Classroom Action 

Research design that used both of qualitative and quantitative data. Qualitative data 

were collected throught observation, interview and field notes, while quantitative 

data is gained throuht a test. The result showed that, there were positive improvement 

students’ ability in writing descriptive text. It could be seen from the result of the 

observation checklist, field notes, interview and test. The result of the observation 

checklist was 91,7%. The students’ writing result are also good, with an average 

score was 78,3%. Based on that result, Clustering technique can increase students’ 

ability in writing descriptive text. For the English teacher this research expected to 

help English teacher overcome the students’ difficulties write descriptive text. Then, 

for the other researchers the writer hopes this research helps the other researchers 

who wants do the research releated with the topic.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

vii 
 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

 

In the name of Jesus, the most gracious, the most merciful prasise to God, the 

lord of the world whom without His blessing and mercies, none of these would be 

possible. The writer would like to express her most profound gratitude  to Jesus for 

his blessing and mercies so that the writer can finish this thesis.  

During writing this thesis, the writer could not work alone, there were many 

persons contributed their good suggestion, advice, and critics. Without the 

suggestion, advice, critics and also motivation the writer never existed the writing 

process of this thesis. Then, the writer would like to express her appreciation to: 

1. The writer would like to express her deepest gratitude to Henry Elisa, M.Pd as 

the first advisor and Yokie Prasetya Dharma, M.Pd.BI as the second advisor 

thank you for suggestion, advice, critics and also kindness during writing 

process of this thesis, the writer realized without their help this thesis would 

not able to finish. 

2. Thank you for all lecturers of English Education Study Program in STKIP 

Persada Khatulistiwa Sintang who have taught the writer useful knowledge and 

skills. 

3. The writer would like to express her deepest gratitude to her beloved parents, 

Manca and Corai, who always give her support, motivation, pray, and also 

always give the writer unconditionall love during writing process of this thesis. 

Thank you for being the writer to fight and always strong to finish her 

education, thank you for the best motivation, the best support system. For my 



 

 

viii 
 

beloved brothers and sister Thomas, Ipan, Tio, Pina thank you so much for 

their unconditionall love, support and motivation. Thank you for my son 

Sediart Sepka thank you so much for support, motivation and loves. There 

were many persons who contributed their meaningfull hands the writer could 

not mention one by one.  

4. The writer would like to express her appreciation to all of my friends, the 

writer could not mention one by one. Thank you for motivation, support, and 

great suggestion. 

At last, the writer would you like to thank to everybody who was important to the 

successful exsist  this thesis. This thesis is far from perfect, but it is expected that it 

will be usefful not only for the writer, but also for the reader. Therefore, the writer 

hopes that this thesis  will give advantages for all.  

 

 

 

                                                                                                          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

ix 
 

TABLE OF CONTENT 

 

TITLE/COVER .......................................................................................................i 

APPROVAL SHEET ............................................................................................ ii 

RATIFICATION SHEET ................................................................................... iii 

STATEMENT OF AOUTHORSHIP ..................................................................iv 

MOTTO AND DEDICATION .............................................................................. v 

ABSTRACT ...........................................................................................................vi 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT .................................................................................. vii 

TABLE OF CONTENT ....................................................................................... ix 

LIST OF TABLES .............................................................................................. xii 

LIST OF FIGURE ............................................................................................. xiii 

LIST OF CHARTS .............................................................................................xiv 

LIST OF APPENDICES ..................................................................................... xv 

CHAPTER I. INTRODUCTION .......................................................................... 1 

A. Research Background .............................................................................. 1 

B. Research Questions .................................................................................. 4 

C. Research Purposes ................................................................................... 4 

D. Research Significance ............................................................................. 5 

E. Limitation of the Research ....................................................................... 6 

F. Terminology ............................................................................................. 6 

CHAPTER II. LITERATURE REVIEW ............................................................ 8 

A. Definition of Writing ............................................................................... 8 

B. Process of writing .................................................................................... 9 

C. Teaching writing at Junior High School ................................................ 11 



 

 

x 
 

D. Assessing of Writing ............................................................................. 13 

E. Definition of Descriptive Text ............................................................... 13 

F. Language Features in Descriptive Text ................................................. 14 

G. Generic Structure of Descriptive Text ................................................... 15 

H. Definition of Clustering Technique ....................................................... 15 

I. The Steps of Using Clustering Technique .............................................. 16 

J. Teaching Procedure of Teaching Clustering Technique......................... 17 

K. Advantages and Disadvantages of Clustering Technique ..................... 18 

L. Related Studies ...................................................................................... 18 

CHAPTER III. RESEARCH METHODOLOGY ............................................ 21 

A. Research Design .................................................................................... 21 

B. The Subject of The Study............................................................ 25 

C. Data Collection Technique and Instrumentation ......................... 25 

     1. Data Collection Techniques ................................................... 25 

     2. Instrumentation of Data Collection ........................................ 28 

D. Data Analysis ........................................................................................ 34 

CHAPTER IV. FINDING AND DISCUSSION ................................................ 38 

A. Finding ................................................................................................... 38 

B. Discussion .............................................................................................. 59 

CHAPTER V. CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION ...................................... 63 

A. Conclusion ............................................................................................. 63 

B. Suggestion ............................................................................................. 63 

 



 

 

xi 
 

REFERENCES ..................................................................................................... 65 

APPENDICES ...................................................................................................... 68 

BIOGRAPHY ..................................................................................................... 149 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

xii 
 

LIST OF TABLES 

Table 

3.1 Scoring Rubric of Writing ............................................................................... 29 

3.2 Level of students’ writing ability ..................................................................... 32 

3.3 Criteria of Success ........................................................................................... 37 

4.1 Students score in writing cycle II .................................................................... 48 

4.2 Students score in writing cycle II .................................................................... 57 

  



 

 

xiii 
 

LIST OF FIGURE 

Figure 

3.1 CAR model ...................................................................................................... 24 

  



 

 

xiv 
 

LIST OF CHARTS 

Chart 

4.1 The results Students’ score writing product in cycle I ..................................... 46 

4.2 Students’ score writing product cycle II .......................................................... 55 

4.3 Students’ Participation in learning activity  ..................................................... 60 

4.4 Student Average score cycle I and cycle II ...................................................... 61 

  



 

 

xv 
 

LIST OF APPENDICES 

Appendix 

1. Result of Observation Checklist Cycle I First Meeting ..................................... 68 

2. Result of Observation Checklist Cycle I Second Meeting ................................. 71 

3. Result of Observation Checklist Cycle II First Meeting .................................... 74 

4. Result of Observation Checklist Cycle II Second Meeting ............................... 77 

5. Result of Field Notes Cycle I First Meeting ...................................................... 80 

6. Result of Field Notes Cycle I Second Meeting .................................................. 81 

7. Result of Field Notes Cycle II First Meeting ..................................................... 82 

8. Result of Field Notes Cycle II Second Meeting................................................. 83 

9. Transcript of interview Student 1 ....................................................................... 84 

10. Transcript of interview Student 2 ..................................................................... 87 

11.Transcript of interview Student 3 ...................................................................... 90 

12. Transcript of interview Student 4 ..................................................................... 93 

13. Transcript of interview Student 5 ..................................................................... 96 

14. Transcript of interview Student 6 ..................................................................... 99 

15. Writing Product Students 1 ............................................................................ 102 

16. Writing Product Students 2 ............................................................................ 103 

17. Writing Product Students 3 ............................................................................ 104 

18. Writing Product Students 4 ............................................................................ 105 

19. Writing Product Students 5 ............................................................................ 106 

20. Syllabus .......................................................................................................... 107 

21. Lesson Plan Cycle I ........................................................................................ 121 



 

 

xvi 
 

22. Lesson Plan Cycle II ...................................................................................... 134 

23. Documentation ............................................................................................... 147 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



65 

 

 
  

REFERENCES 

 

Oshima, Alice & Ann Hogue. 1997. Introduction to Academic Writing. Second 

Edition. The Longman Academic Writing Series. 

Richard, C. Jack and Renandya, A. Willy. (2002). Methodology In Language 

Teaching . USA: Cambridge University Press. 

Broughton, G., et al. (2003). Teaching English as a Foreign Language .Second 

Edition. Newyork: Taylor and Francis e-Library 

Murray, Rowena & Moore Sarah. (2006). The Handbook of Academic Writing  A 

Fresh Approach. London: Open University Press Megraw Hill Educatin. 

Harmer, Jeremy. 2007. The Practice of English Language Teaching. Fourth Edition. 

Cambridge UK.  

Walberg, Herbert. J. 2004. Teaching Speaking, Listening,& Writing. USA. 

Alawi, Fikri Fauzi. 2011. Thesis “ Improving Students’ Ability In Writing Descriptive 

Text Using Clustering Technique”. 

Kane, Thomas S. 2000. The Oxford Essential Guide to Writing. Berkly Books, 

Oxford University. 

Langan John (2003). English Skill with Readings. Seventh Edition. Mc-Graw-Hill. 

          Miryanti. 2015. Thesis. “The Effectiveness of Clustering Technique on 

Students’ Writing Recount Text”. 

Nur. R. B.,H. & Muliati. 2022. Implementing Clustering Technique to Foster 

Students’ Descriptive Writing Skill : Journal of English Language 

Education. Vol. 7. No 1.  

Afika, Et al. (2022). The Effect Of Using Clustering Technique On The Students’ 

Writing Skill in Descriptive text . Elstic-IJ. Vol 2. No. 1 

Simarmata& Silalahi. (2022). Improving the Students’ Writing Skill By using 

Clustereing technique: Jurnal Pendidikan Bahasa Inggris. Vol. 4 .No 1 

Norton, Lin S. 2009. Action Research In Teaching and Learning. USA. British 

Library. 

Fraenkel, J.R & Norman, E. W. (2009). How to Design and Evaluate Research in 

Education, Seventh Edition: Library of Congress Cataloging in publication 

Data. 



66 

 

 
  

Cohen, L., Manion, L., & Morrison, K. 2007. Research Methods In Education (6
th

 

ed).  New York. Routledge. 

Hopkins, D. 2008. A Teacher’s Guide To Classroom Research (4
th 

ed). United States 

of America: Mcgraw-Hill. 

Nunan, David (1991). Language Teaching Methodology. New York: Prentice Hall. 

Geoffrey., B, et al ( 2003). Teaching English As a Foreign Language. Second 

Edition. Taylor& Francis e-Library. 

Adom, D., Mensah, J. A., & Dake, D. A. 2020. Test, Measurement, And Evaluation: 

Understanding And Use Of The Concepts In Education. International 

Journal Of Evaluation And Research In Education. Vol.9. No 1. 

Kothari, C. R. 2004. Research methodology: Methods and techniques. New Age     

International. 

Kawulich, B. B. 2005. Participant Observation As A Data Collection Method. 

Forum: Qualitative Sozialforschung/Forum (FQS). Vol. 6. No. 2. 

Efrat, E & David Ruth. (2013). Action Research In Education. New York: The 

Guilford Press. 

Creswell, John W. 2009. Researh Design Qualitative, Quantitative, and mixed 

Methods Approaches. Thhird Edition. Lincon: University of Nebraska. 

Adom, Dickson, et.al 2020. Test, Measurement, And Evaluation: Understanding 

And Use Of The Cinceps In Education. Vol.9. International Journal of 

Evaluation and Research in Education (IJERE).  

Brown, H. Doughlas. (2016). Teaching by Pinciple: An Interactive Approach to 

Language Pedagogy. Newyork. Longman.  

Atmono, Haryadi Dwi, et al. 2015. An Analysis Of Students’ Writing Skill 

Descriptive Text  Of The Second Year Students At SMPN 2 Bangun Purba. 

Leavy, Patricia. (2017). Research Design Qualitative, Quantitative, Mixed Method, 

Art based and Community based participatort research approaches. The 

Guilford press. Newyork. London. 

Mark, N. Woodsing, C. Kathleen, M. Guest, G & Namey, Emily. (2005). Qualitative 

Research Method : A data collector field guide. USA. Noryh Carolina. 

Hopkins, D. 2008. A Teacher’s Guide To Classroom Research (4
th 

ed). United States 

of America: Mcgraw-Hill. 

Stringer, Ernie. 2014. Action Research In Education.  British Library Cataloguing. 

USA. 



67 

 

 
  

Norton, Lin. (2019). Action Research In Teaching ang Learning. British Library 

Cataloguing. UK.  

  


